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ACTED: VS VEACASAS 


l 1 Con. 1, is: 
| Bat he himſelf ſhall be Sa- 
ved, yet ſo as by Fire. © 


bh 


H E Context rurig thus. At- 

( cording to the grace of God which 
ir pruen unto me; as a wiſe Ma- 
fter-builder, I have laid the Foundation, 
wan 2nd another Buildeth thereon : But [et eve- 
ry man take heed bow he Buildeth thereup> 

on; For other Foundation can no man lay, 
than that which us laid, Jeſus Chriſt, Now 

if any man Butld upon this Foundation, 

| Gold, Silver, Prectous Stones, Wood, Hay, 
| * Stubble, Every man's work ſhall be made 
i\ manfeſt; for the day ſhell declare it; Bit 
1; xr ſhall be revealed by Fire; and the Fg 
Z frall try rurry mans work of what ſort it is, 
B F| 
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(2) 


' If any man's work abide which be hath Built 


thereupon, be ſhall receive a Reward, If 
any man's work ſhall be burnt, be ſhall ſuffer 
leſs 5 BUT HE HIMSELF SHAL BE 
SAVED, YET SO AS BY FIRE. 


HED EARFRSS ARON JENS... 
cc Ee 23-2) ets. ns ee, 


| theſe Words the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 


Foundation of Chriſtianity, but Built up- 
on it ſuch Dottrrnes or Praftlices as would 
not. bear the trzal ,, which he expreſſeth 
to-us by Wood, Hay, and Stubble, which 
are not proof againſt the. F:re;. Such a 
p_ the Apoſtle tells ns, hath brought 


imſelf into a very dangerous ſtate, 
though he would not abſolutely deny the 


poſſibility of his Salvation z He  bimſelf - 


fall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire, | 
That by Fire here, is not meant the 


Fire of Purgatory, as ſome pretend ( who | 


would be glad of any ſhadow of a Text 
of Scripture to countenance their own 


dreams) I ſhall neither trouble you nor 


my ſelf to manifeſt, 


It is very well known , that this is. 
4 Proverbial phraſe, uſed not only in 
Scripture, but in prophane Authors, to, 


nifie @ narrow eſcape out of a great dan; 
ger,. He ſhall be ſaved, yet fo as by Fire; 
fic avegs, out of the Fires Juſt as 3} iUde- 


T@-- 


_ 

Cott VE i enke Ao EDGE PLS. 7.” 
qa» 

rn A # a Ma. 


- oo 40 Sie ARS. 3X: 2. 
SS, Pm ee. 


ADESHLS HE! 69» —_-w © +4 RE "e 
[on ih. SHE 


—þ 


| T@-is _— Pa3.26 where _ Apoſtle 
ſpeaking-of the eight perſons oab's. 
Cenlly) who clone the Flood, Stow gs | 
oxy 5} NTE-, they eſcaped out of the 
; Water. -So here this phraſe is to beren-, 
; dred in the Text, He bimſelf ſhall eſcapes. 
| yet ſo as out of the Fire, Thelike expreſ- 
|. flon you have, Amos 4. 11. I have pluckt 
' them as @ Firebrand, out of the Fire, An 
| Tude2;, Others Save with fear, plucking 
| them out of the Fire, - All which expreſſi- 
| ons fignifie the greatneſs of the danger, 
| and the difficulty of eſcaping it. "Fang 
. ſo the Roman Orator * (who, it is likely* 7,14 
| did not think of Purgatory, ) uſetly this 
' phraſe ; Quo ex judicio, velut ex intetts 
_ | to, nudus effugit; From which Judges 
. ment or Sentence he eſcaped naked, as if 
{ were out of a burning. And one of the 
| Greek Orators * tells us, That, ts /ave & +.4r8;des; 
va, art out of the Fire, was a comm prover- 
| bial ſpeech. And thus St. (bry/oſtom- ins 
| terprets this very place, He ſhell eſcape 
| as one'that eſcapes out of the Fire, that 
 1is, (faith he) as one who when bus bouſe at 
4 midnight us ſet on Fire, wakes and leaps out 
of bis Bed, and runs nakea out of the dyors, 
Vtaking nothing that # within along with 
| him, but imploying his whole care to Save 
 Ubis body from the flames. | 
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*mentals of Chriſtian Religion, andyet may 
' feperadd other things whereby they may 


C4). 
From the Words thus explained, 
the Obſervation that naturally ariſeth is 
this. That men may bold all the Funda- 


greatly endanger their Salvation. What 
thoſe things were, which ſome among the 
Corinthians Built upon the Foundation of 
Chriſtianicy, whereby they endanger'd 
their Salvation, we may probably conje- 
&ure, by what the Apoſtle reproves in 
this Epiltle as the toleratiug of Inceſtious 
Marrtages,communicating in /dol Feaſts, 
&c. And eſpecially by the Doctrine of 
the falſe Apoſtles, who at that time did 


ſo much diſturb the peace of moſt Chri- ' 


tian Churches, and who are ſo often 


and ſoſeverely reflected upon in this Epi- : 


ſtle. And what their Dott,ine was, we 
have an account Ar 15. viz. that they 
impoſe upon the Gentile Chriſtians, Crr-= 
eumcitjion, and the Obſervation of the Jewiſh 
Law, tcaching that unleſs they were Car- 
cumciſed and kept the Law of Moſes, they 
could not be ſaved. Sothat they did not 
only Build theſe Dofrines upon Chriſtta- | 
rity, but they made them equal with the | 


c 
U 


Foundatien, ſaying, That unleſs.men bes 


lirved and prat ſed ſuch things, they could | 
wot be Said; Cs 
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 T ſhall at thistime take occafion from - 
this paſſage of the Apoſtles to conſider 
theſe two things. In 
I. Some Dofrines and Prafficer, 
; hich have been built upon the Founda; 
tion of Chriſtianity to the great hazard 
'and danger. of mens Salvation; And tg 


1 J plain, I mean particularly, by the 


Church of Rome. 
2. Whether our granting a poſſubelity 
of Salyation (though with great hazaxd) 


" {to thoſe in the communion of the Roman 


| Church, and their denying it to us, be a 
reaſonable argument and encouragement 
to any man to betake himſelf to. thar 


! Chuxch 2. 


) And there is the more reaſon to conſt- 


. | der theſe things, when ſo many ſeducing 


» F 


Sprrits are fo active and' bufic to pervert 
men: from the Ty«th;, and when we ſee 
very day ſo many Perſons and their Keli- 
gion lo eaſily parted. For this reaſpn 
theſe two Conliderations ſhall be the 
ſubject of the following Difcourſe, - 


I. Firſt, We will conſider ſome Do- 
Aries and Praftices which the Church of 


| {Rome hath built upon the Foundation of 
! Cbriftianity, to the great bazard and dan- 


F- 
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| ger of mens Salpation, It is not denicd 
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by the moſt bu Proteſtant , but | wi 
that the Church of Roxze do hold all the | ,/ 
Articles of the Chriſtian'Faith-which are|/z 
neceſſary to Salyation. But that which{th 
wecharge-upon them, as a juſt ground| w] 
bf our Separation from them, is, the = 

poſing of new Dottrines and Pratttces upon} ca 
Chriſtians,as neceſſary to Sal tation, which} 
were never taught by our Saviour, or hi k 
Apoſtles 5 and which are either dire&tly}be 
contrary to the Doctrine of ChriſtianityzJ 
or too-apparently deſtructive of a good! 


t. With their Dofrines, And, be- 
cauſe I have no mind to aggravate leſ-jth 
Fer matters, I-will fingle out four or fiveJm 
points of Doctrine, - which they have ad- 
ded to the Chriſtian Religion, and which}di 
were neither taught by our Saviour and] 
his Apoſtles, nor own'd in the firſt ag 
of Chriſtianity, And the 


Firſt which I ſhall mention, and! 
which being once admitted, makes wayyj tr 
for as many Errors as they pleaſe to bringy 6 
n,is this,their Dottrin of Infall:bility.'And) tl 
this they are very ſtiff and peremptory ink k 
though they arenot agreed among them-J t| 
ſelves, where this /nfalltbil:ty is ſeated 3} « 
© Es _ whether), 
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! 
t | whether in the Pope alone, 'or a Counc?} 
E{alone, of in both together, or in the diffu-" 
© | /ove body of Chriſtians , But they are fure 
hithey have it, . though* they know not” 

d{ where WAKE 99 0 | 40 
@ þ 'And' is' this no prejucice againſt it ?' 
can any man think, that this priviledge 
hi was at firſt conferred upon the Church of 
| Rome, and that Chriſtians in all Ages did: 
yibelieve it, and had- conſtant” recourſe to 
it, for the' determining of differences, 
djand yet that that very Church, which 
hath enjoyed and uſed it ſo long, ſhould 
jnow beat a loſs where to findit © No- | 
{thing could fall out more unluckily,than 
{that there ſhould be ſuch differences a- 
ejmong them about that which they pre- 
{tend to be the only Means of ending all 
hJdifferences., | | 
d] There is not the leaſt iintimation in 
FScripture of this privzledge conferr d upon 
| the Koman Chirch ; nor do the Apoſtles, 
; in all their Epiſtles,ever ſo mach as give 
d} the leaſt direCtion to Chriſtians to appeal 
yi tothe Biſhopof Rane for a determination 
gz of many - differences, which, even in 
aj thoſe times, happen'd amons chem. And 
BIK is firange they ſhould be fo filent in 
| this matter, when there were ſo many oc- 
;1 caſions to ſpeak of it ; if our Saviour had 
1 bis B 4 plainly 


(8) | 
plainly appointed ſuch an infallible Judp., 
of Controverlies, for this very end, to. | 
decide the differences that ſhould happen | 
among Chriſtians. 'It is ſtrange that the -/ 
Ancient Fathers, in their diſputes with 
Hereticks, ſhould never appeal to this : 
Judp ; Nay it is ſtrange they ſhould not | 
| conſtantly do it, <p caſcs,. it being {o, 

ſhort and expedite a way for the ending, 
of Controverlies. And this very conlide- * 
ration, to a wiſe man, 1s inſtead of a * 
thouſands arguments to ſatisfic him that * 
in thoſe times no ſuch thing was belie- | 
ved in the whole world. ; 
Now this Doftrine of Infallibility, if it | 
be not true,is of ſo, much the more -perni- 
cious conſequence to Chriſtianity, be-. 
cauſe the conceit of it does confirm them.? 
that think they have it, in all their other 4 
errors-; and gives them a pretence of af: | 
ſumingan Authority to themſelves to imas . 
{ce their own fancies and miſtakes upon T 
tos whole Chriſtian world, 


9 
| 


* 


2. Their Dofrine about Repentance, | 
Which conſiſts in confeſſing their Sins | 
to the Prieſt ; which if it bebut accom- 
p_ with any degree of Contruttong | 

oes, ufon Abfclutron received from the | 
Pricſt, put them into a ſtateaf Salvation, | 
A though} 


s 
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('9) 
though they. have fecd the! moſt lewd 
and debauched lives that can be ima- 
in'd, than which- nothing can be-more 
deſtructive of a;good life. For if this be 
true, . all the hazard thar- tle moſt wick- 
edmanruns of his Salvation is only the 
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danger of ſo ſudden & deatb, as gives him ' 
n 


o ſpace for Confeſſion and Abſdlution. 
A caſe that happens ſo rarely, that any 
man that is ſtrongly addicted to his Luſts, 
will be content-to venture his Salvation 
upon this hazard; and all the Arguments 
to a; good Life will be very inſignificant, 
to a man that hath a. mind to be wicked, 
when Remiſlion of Sins may be had upon 
ſuch cheap terms, ob, 


: 3. The Dofrine, of Purgatory. By 


which they mean a ſtate of Temporary. 


Puniſhments after this Life, from which 
men maybe releaſed and Tranflated in- 
to Heaven, by the Prayers 'of the Living 
and the Sacrifice of the Maff, That this 
Doctrine was not.known in the Primitive 
Church, nor can be proyed from Scrip- 
ture, we have the free acknowledgment 
of as Learned and Eminent men as any 
of that Church ; which is to acknowledge 
that it is a Superſtrucure upon the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, And though in one 


ſcnſe 


\ (1@)) 7 
ſenſe, it be indeed a building of Gold and 
. Silver upon the Foundation of Chriſtia- 
nity;con{idering the vaſt Revenues which 
this Dorine ( and- that. of /ndulgences, 
which depends upon it} brings into that 
Church 3 yet I doubt not, but in the 
Apoſtles ſenfe, it will be found to be Hay: 
and Sewbble. But how -groundleſs ſoever' 
it be, it is too gainful 2 Dodrine to be 
eaſily parted withal. E223 Ces | 


4. The Doftrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 
A hard word; but 1 would to God' that 
were the worſt of it ; the thing is ninch/ 
more difficult. *I have taken ſorne-pains 
to conſider other Religions that have 
been in the World, and I muſt freely de- 
Clare, that I never yer, in any of has. 
met with any Article 6r Propoſition, im- 
poſed upon the belief of men, half fo un- 
reaſonable and 'hard to be believed as: 
this is. And yet this, in the Romo 
Church, is eſteemed one of the moſt prin- 
cipal Articles,,of the Chriftian- Faith + 
though there is no morecertair} Founda-/ 
tion for it in Scripture, then for-our Sa-- 


viours being Subſtantially x into/ 


all thoſe things which are ſaid of him,-as 
that he is a Rock; a Vine, a Door, and 
2 hundred other things. 7 


But 
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But: thisis not all This Dofrine hath 
not' only no certain Foundation in Scrip- 
ture, - but 1: have 4 far heavier charg! 
againſt it, namely;”that ir- undermines 
the very Foundation of Chriſtianity it- 
| ſelf. Andiurely nothing ought to be ad- 
mitted to bea part of the (brifian D6- 
Frene; 'which. deſtroys. the reaſon of OTu 
belief of the whole. © Arid:thar this Do- 


OO OTE 


Well | We will nowfuppoſe (as the 
Church of Rome does) Tranſubſlantiation | 
to have 'been one principal part of the 
Chriſtian Ductnne, which the Apoſtles 
preached, But if this Dodrine be true, 


then 


(8) 
then all mens Senſes are deceived ina 
plain ſenſible matter, wherein”tis as hard 
for them to be deceived, as in-any thing 

in the world , For two things can hardly 

be imagin'd more different, than a /ittle 

- of Wafer, and the whole | Body. of a 

an. | - | 

So that the Apoſtles perſwading men 

to believe this Dodrine , perſwaded 

them not to truſt their Senſes, and yet 
the ment which they uſed to per- 

ſwade them to this was built upon the di- 
. rect contrary principle, that mens Senſes 

erenottobe truſted, Foxit they be not, then 
notwithſtanding all the evidence the 
Apoſtles offer'd for the Reſurrection of 
our Saviour, he might not be riſen; and 
ſo the Faith of Chriſtians was vain, So 
they that repreſent the Apoſtles-as ab- 
ſurdly as is poſlible, w:/z. going about to 
perſwade men out of their Senſes , by 
vertue of an Argument , the whole 
ſtrength whereof depends upon the cer- 
tainty of Senſe. 

And now the matter is brought to a fair 
mMue. If the teſtimony of Senſe be to be 
relied upon, then Tranſubſtantiation 1s 
falſe: If it be not, then no man is ſure that 
_ Chriſtianity is true, For the utmoſt aſſu- 
rance that the Apoſtles had of the truth 
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of Chriſtianity, was "the teſtimony of 
their own Senſes concerning our Saviours 
Miracles ; and this Teſtimony every man 
hath againſt Tranſubſiantiation, From 
whence it plainly follows, that no man 
(no not the Apoſtles themſelyes ) had: 
more reaſon to believe Chriſtianity to. be 
true, than every man hath to belj 
Tranſubſtantiation to be falſe, And we 
who did not ſee our Saviour's Miracles 
(as the Apoſtles did) and have only a 
credible Relation of them, but do ſee the 
Sacrament, have leſs eyidence of the truth 
of Chriftianity than of the falſhood of 

Tranſubſtantiation- | 
But cannot God impoſe upon the Sen- 
ſes of men, and repreſent things to them 
otherwiſe than they are 2 Yes, undoubt- 
edly. And if he hath revealed that he 
doth this, are we not to believe him £ 
Moſt certainly. But then we ought to 
be aſſured that he hath made ſuch a Re- 
velation; which Aſſurance no man_can 
have, the certainty of Senſe being taken 
aways DN 
' I ſhall preſs the buſineſs a little far- 
ther. Suppoſing the Scripture to be a 
Drvine Revelation, and that theſe words, 
[ 1Ihus is my Body) if they be in Scripture, 
muſt webels be taken in the ſtrit and 
$7 ; literal 


literal ſenſe, T ask how, What greater 
evidence any -matr tas, that chefe words 
[ This ts my Body) are in the Bible, than 
every man has that the Bread ts not 
chang'd in the Sacrament 5 Nay no man 
has ſo much ;' for we have onty the evi- 
detec of one.Senſe” thar theſt wards are 
inthe Bibtc, but that the Bread is not 
chang'd we'have the concurring Teſtimo- 
ny of /everal of out ſenfes. Tn a word, if 
this-be once admitted, that the Senſes of 
all mer. are deceiv'd in one of the moſt 
plain fenſtb!: matters that can be, there is 
ro.certgin means left either to convey or 
prove a 2vime Revelation to Men , nor is 
there any way t9 confute the groffeſt im- 
poſtare in the World : For if the clear 
evidence of all mens Senſes be not fuffi- 
cient for chis purpoſe, let any man if he 


can find a better and more convincing 


Argument, 


5, TI will give but one Inſtance 


more of their Do&rins. And char ſhall. 


be, . their Doitrine of depoſing Kings in 
caſe of Herelie, and Abſolving their Sub- 
jects from their Allegience to them. And 
this is. not a meer 9d peculative Dattrine, 


bur hath been put in Praftice many a 


time by tlie Biſhops of Rome, as every - 


one 
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($$) _ 
one knows that is vers'd inHiftory, -For 
the Troubles andContuſions whichwere 
occaſion'd by this very thing make a good. 
part of the Hiſtory of ſeveral Ages. 

I hope no body expects that I ſhould 
take the pains to ſhew, that this was not 
the Doctrine of our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, nor of the Primitive Chriſtians. 
The Papiſts are many of them ſo far from 
pretending to this,that in ſome times and . 
places, when it is not ſeaſonable and for 
their purpoſe, we have much - a-doe to 
perſwade them that ever it was their Do- 
&rine. But if Tranſubftantiatien be their 
Doctrine, zhzs is ; for. they came both 
out of the ſame Forge, I mean the Coun- 
cil of Lateran under Pope Innecent the 
Third. And if (as they tell us) Trans 


ſubſtantiation was then eſtabliſh'd, ſo was 


this, And indeed one would think they 
were Twins, and brought forth at the 
ſame time, they are ſo like one another, 
_ is, both. fo monſtrouſly unreaſona- 
ble. 


II. I come now in the Second 
place, to confider ſome Praf:ces of the 
Church of Rome, which I amafraid, will 
prove as bad as her Dofrines. I ſhall in- 
ſtance mn theſe Five. Y . 

| 1, Theic 


(16) 
-  Y, Their celebrating of their Divine 
Service in an Knknown Tongue. And that 
not only contrary to the practice of the 
Primitive Church, and to the great end 
and deſign of Religious Worſhip, which 
is the Edification of thoſe who are con- 
cerned in it, (and it is hard to imagine 


| howmen can be Edified by what they do 
not. underſtand) but likewiſe in dire& 
. contradiction fo St. Paul, who hath no 


leſs than a whole Chapter, wherein he 
confutes this Practice as fully, and con- 
demns it as plainly, as any thing is con- 
demned in the whole Bible. And they 
that can have the face to maintain that 
this Practice was not condemned by St. 
Paul, or that it was allowed and uſed in 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, need not 
be aſhamed to ſet up for the defence of 
any Paradox in the world, 


. 2. The Communion #2 ove hind. 


| And that notwithſtanding that even, by 


their own acknowledgement, our Savi- 
our inſtituted it in Both kinds, and the 
Primitive Church adminiſtred it in both 
kinds; This I muſt acknowledge is ng 


addition to Chriſtianity; but a Sacrilegt- © 


ous taking away of an Eſſential part of the 


Sacrament, For the Cup is as Eſſential a 
+ part 
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- part of the-Inſtitutionas tae Bread; and - 
they might as well, and by the ſame Au- 
thority, take away the one as the other, ' 
and both as well as cither. 


3- Their Worſhipping of Imazes, 
Which practice ( notwithſtanding all 
their diſtinQions about it, which are no 
+ other but what the Heathens uſed in the 
ſame caſe) flyes as full in the face of the 
Second (ommandment, as a deltberate and 
malicious killing of -a man is againſt the 
S:xth. But it the Caſe be ſo plain, a man 
would think that at leaſt the Teachers 
| and Guides of that Church ſhould be 
ſenſible of it, Why, they are ſo, and 
afraid the people ſhould be ſo too; And 
thereforcin their ordinary Catechi/ms and 
Manuals of Devotion, they leave out the 
Second Commandment,and divide the Tenth 
into two to make up the number, leſt if 
' the common people ſhould know it,their 
Conſciences thould ſtart at the doing of 
4 thing ſo diretly contrary to the plain 
Command of God. PR 


4. The worſhipping of the Bread 
þnd !/:ine in the Euchariit, outot a falſe 
and groundleſs perſwaſion, eat they are 


ſ#«bſtanally changed, into the Body and 
Bloud 
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Bloud of Chriſt, Which if it benot true, 
( and it hath good fortune if it be, for 
certainly it is one of the moſt incredible 
things in the whole world} then, by the 
confeſſion of ſeveral of their own learn- 
ed Writers, they are guilty of groſs 1do- 
latry. | | 


5. The Worſhip and invocation of 
Saints and Angels; and particularly of 
the Virgin Mary, which hath now for 
ſome Ages been a principal part of their 
Religion, Now a man may juſtly wonder 
that ſo conſiderable a part of Religion, 
as they makethis to be, ſhould have no 
manner of foundation in the Scriptare. 
Does our Saviour any where ſpeak one 
word concerning the worſhipping of 
Her 2 Nay,docs he not take all +> The 
to reſtrain all extravagant apprehenſions 
and imaginations coneerning the Honour 
due to Her,as foreſceing the degeneracy. | 
of the Church in this thing 2 Wherihe F 
was told that his Mother and Brethren 
were without: Who (ſays he) are my | 
Mother and my Brethren He that doth the | 
will of my Father, the ſame is my Mother, | 
and Siſter, aud Brother, And when the# 
Woman brake forth into that rapture 
concerning the bleſſed Mother of our 

Lodd F 
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Lord ; Bleſſed is the Womb that bear thee, 

_ and the Pas that gavethte ſuck ! Our Sa- 
viour diverts it to another thing , Yea ra- 
ther, bleſſed are they that bear the Word of 
God and keep it. Does either our Savi- 
onr or his Apoſtles in all their Precepts 

. and direftions concerning Prayer, and 

; the manner of it, and by whom we are 
to addreſs our ſelyes to God, give the 
leaſt intimation of Prayer to the Virgin 
Mary, or making uſe of her Mediation * 
And can any man believe, that if this had 
been the Praftrce of the Church from the 
beginning, our Sawtour and his Apoſtles 
would have been fo filent about fo confi- 
derable a part of Religion 2 Infomuch, 
that in all the Epiſtles of che Apoſtles I 

; do not remember that her name is fo 
much as'once mentioned 2 And yet the 

. worſhip of her in the Church of Rome is 
a main part of their Publick Worthip 
yea and of their Private Devotion too, 
in which it is uſual with them to ſay ter 

| Ave Maries for one Pater Noſter,that is,for 
| | one Prayer they make to Almighty God 
' they make ten addrefles to tie blefſed 
+ Virgin, for that is the proportion obſer- 
ved in their Roſaries. He tht conſiders 
this and had neyer ſeen the B:ble, would 

_ have been apt to ththk, that there had 
C 3 been 


| 
i 
: 
| 
| 
| 
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been more ſaid concerning Her in Scrip- 
tyre, than either concerning God; or our 
Bleſſed Sawiour ;, and that the New-Te- 
ſtament were full from one end to the 
other of Precepts and Exhortations to 
the worſhipping of her , and yet when all 
is done, I challenge any man to ſhew me, 
ſo much as one ſentence in the whole 
_ Bible that ſounds that way. And there 


is as little in the Chriſtian Writers of the 


firſt Three hundred years. The truth 
is, this prafice began to creep in amon 
ſome Superſtitious people about the mic. 
dle of the fourth Century ; And I remem- 
ber particularly, that Epiphanius who 
lived about that time, calls it, the Here- 
ſie of Women. | 6 

And thus I have given you ſome In- 
ſtances of ſeveral Dottrines and Prattices, 
which the Church of Rome have built up- 
on the Foundation of Chriſtzanity. Much 
more might have been ſaid of them, but 
from what hath been ſaid, any man may 
eaſily diſcern how dangerous they are t5 
the Salvation of men, 


I proceed now in the Second place. 
IT. To conſider whether our ow 


ing a poſſubiltty of Salvation, though with 
| great 


F... 
vO 
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oreat hazard, to thoſe in the communi - 
on of the Roman Church, and their deny- 
ing it tous, be a ſuſhcient argument and 
encouragement to any man to quit our 
Churchand go to theirs. And there is 
the more nced to conſider this, becauſe 
this is the great popular Argument,where- 
with the Emiflaries and Agents of that 


' Church are wont to aſſault our people, 


Yogr Church (ſayes they) grants that a Pa- 
pift may be Saved 3 Ours deny that a Prote- 
ſtant can be Saved: therefore it is ſafeſt to 
be of our Church, in which Salvation, by 
= acknowledgement of bath fides, 1s poſſt- 

le. rn 

For anſwer to this,I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew that this is ſo far from being 2 good 


. Argument, that it is ſo intolerable weak 


and ſophiſtical, that any conſiderate min 
ought to be aſhamed to be catch'd by ir, 


* Foreitherit is good'of it ſelf, and ſuifici. 


ent to perſwade a man to relinquiſh our 
Church, and to paſs over ro theirs, 
without entering into the Merits of the 
Cauſe on either ſfide,and without compa- 
ring the Doctrines an Practices of both 
the Churches together, or it 1s not, If 


| Uitbe not ſufficient of 22 /e{f to perſwade a 


man to leaye our Church, without Com- 
paring the Dodtrincs on both {ives, then 
2s 84 it 
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it is to no purpoſe, and there'is nothing 
gotby ir. For if upon examination an 
comparing of Dodtrines, the one appear 
to be zrue,and the other falſe,this alone, 
is ſufficient. inducement to any man to 
cleave to that Church where the true 
Doctrine is found, and then there is no 
need of this Argument. 

If it be ſaid, that this Argument is 
oo0d in it ſelf, without the examination 


of the Doctrines of both Churches; this 


feems a very ſtrange thing fox any man 
ro affirm, that it 1s reaſon enough to a 
man to be of any Church, what ever her 
Dottrines and Practices be, if ſhe do bur 
damn thoſe that differ from her, and if 


the Church that differs from her do but 


allow a poſſibility of Salvation in her 
Communion, 

But they who uſe ' this Argument, 
pretend that it is Sufficient of it ſelf, 


. and therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf to 


ſhew, as briefly and plainly as I can, 
the miſerable weakneſs & inſufficiency of 
it, to ſatisfie any mans Conſcience or 
prudence to change his Religion, And 
to this end I ſhall, | ; 

1, Shew the weakneſs of the Principle 
upon which this Argument relics, 


2. Give 


-ﬆa- 
” 


— 
> cg 


-_ aw —_— wn - 


(22) | 

2, Give ſome 5 Inſtances by which 
it will clearly appear that it concludes 
falſe. | 

3. Ifhall take notice of ſome groſs . ah- 
ſardntes that follow from it; 

4. Shew how unfit it is to work upon 
thoſe to whom it is propounded.. : And - 
5. How improper it is to! be. urged by 


' thoſe that make uſe of it. 


_— 


I. I ſhall ſhew the weakneſs of the 
Principle upon which this Argument re- 
lies, And that is this : That whatever 
different Partzes in Religion agree in ſafeſt 
to be choſen, The true conſequence of 
which Principle, if:it be driven. to the 
head, is. to perſwade men to. forfake 
Chriſtianity, and to- make them take up 
in the Principles of Natural Religion, for 
in theſe all Religions do agree, - Far if 


_ this Principle. be true, and fignifieany 


thing, it is dangerous to embrace. any 
thing wherein the ſeveral parties in Re- 
ligion differ , becauſe that anly 'is Safe 
and Prudent to be choſen wherein all 
agree, So that this Argument, if the 
Foundation of it be good, will pcrſwade 
farther than thoſe who make uſe of it de- 


| fire it ſhould da: for it will not only 


make men forſake the Proteſtant Religion, 
C 4 but 


..- 
but Popery too, and, whichis much more 
conſiderable, Chriſt iamty it ſelf, 


$54 will give ſome parallel Inflan- 


ces, by. which it will clearly be ſeen 
thatihis Argument concludes falſe. - The 
Donatiſts denied the Baptiſm of the Ca- 
tholicks to- be good, but the Cathelichs 


acknowledged the Baptiſm of the Do- 


ratiſis to be valid. So that borh fides 
were agreed thar the Baptiſm of the Do- 
natiſls was good ; therefore the fafeſt 
way for St. Auſtin and other Catholicks 
( according to this Argument ) was to be 
Baptized'apain by the Donatifts, becauſe 
by the'acknowledgment of both ſides 
Baptiſm among them was valid. 

Butto come nearer to the Church of 
Rome. Several in that Church hold the 
perſonal Infallibility of 'the Pope, and the 
lawfulneſs of depoſing and talling Kings for 
Herefie, to''be de fide,” that is, neceſſary 
Articles of Faith, -and conſequently, 
that whoever does not believe them, can- 
not be Saved. But a great many Papiſts, 
though they believe theſe things to be no 
matters of FaitF, yet they think thoſe 


that hold them may be Saved, © and they 


are gcnerally very favourable towards 
chem. But now according to this Argu- 
fit * SE OE mene 


XUM 


(25) 
ment , they ought all to be of their 
opinion in theſe points, becauſe both 


fides are agreed, that they that bold them 


may be Saved; but one fide poſitively 


ſayes, that men cannot be ſaved if they ao 
not bold them. : © : 


- But my Textfurniſheth me with as 
good an Inſtance to this purpoſe as can be 
defired. St. Paul here in the Text, ac- 
knowledgeth the poſſabiltty of the Salyati- 
on of thoſe,who butlt Hay and Stubble upon 


the Foundation of Chriflianity ,, that they - 


might be. Saved,: though with great difh- 
culty, and as it were, out of the Fire, 
But now among thoſe Builders'with Hay 
and Stubble, there were thoſe who deni- 
cd the poſſibility of St. Paul's Salvation, 
and of thoſe who were of his mind. We 
are told of. fome who Built the Jewrfs 
Ceremonies and Obſervances upon the 
Foundation of Chriſtianity, and ſaid, 
that unleſs men were, Circumciſed and 
kept. the Law of Moſes, they could nor 
be Saved. Sothat by this: Argumene St, 
"Paul and his. followers ought 'to have 
gone over to thoſe Fudarzing (hriflians, 


becauſe it was - acknowledged on both 


ſides, that they might be Saved : Bux 
theſe Judaizing Chriflians were as uncha- 
ritable to St, Paul and other Chriſtians, 
has un ym co, Fe 
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as the Church of Rome is now to us ; for 


they ſaid poſitively that they could not 
be Saved, But can any manthink, that 
St. Paul would have been moved by this 
Argument, to leave a ſaje and certain 
way of Salvation, for that: which was 
only poſlible,and that with grear difficul- 
ty and hazard 2 The Argument, you ſee 
is the very ſame, and yet it concludes the 
wrong way ; which plainly ſhews, that 
it is a contingent Argument, and concludes 
uncertainly and by chance, and therefore 
no man ought to be moved by it. 


3. I ſhall take notice. of ſome grof 
Abſurdities that follow from'it, I fall 
mention but theſe two. . 

I. According to this Principle, it is al- 
ways ſafeſt to be on the wncharitable ſide. 
And yet uncharitablenefs: is. as bad an 
evidence, either of a true Chriſtian or a 
true Church, as a:man would with. (ba- 
rity is one of the moſt Eſſential marks of 
Chriſtianity, and what the Apoſtle ſaith 
of particular Chriſtians, is as true af 
whole Churches , that tho»gb they bave all 
Faith, yet if they bave not (harity, they are 
nothin?. | 

I grant that no Chariry teacheth men 
to ſe: others Damned, and nyt to tell 

| them 
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them the danger of their condition, But 
it is tobe wig as a the damning of 
men is a very hard ing, and ' therefore 
when ever we do it, the caſe myſt be 
wonderfully plain. And is it ſo in this 
caſe 2 They of the Church of Rome can- 
not deny, but that we embrace all the 
Dodrines of our Saviour and his Apg- 


' ſtles; whatever is contain'd in the Apo- 


ſtles Creed, and determined by the Four 


firſt General Councils ; And yet they 


will not allow this, and a good Life, to 
put us within a poſſibility of Salyatian 
becauſe we will not ſubmit to-all the In- 
novaſtons they would impoſe upon us. 


And yet I think there is ſcarce any. Do- 


Frine or Praftice, in difference between 
them and ys, which ſome or other of 
their moſt learned Writers haye not ac- 
knowledged, cither not to be ſufficiently 
contained in Scripture, or not to have. 
been held and practiſed by the Primitive 
Church; ſo that nothing can excuſe 
their uncharitableneſs towards us. And 
they pay dear for the little advantage 
they get by this Argument ; for they do 
what in- them lies, to make themſelves 


* no Chriſtians,that they may prove them- 


ſelves the truer Church ; A medium which 
we do not deſire to make uſe of, ; 
| ©» i 
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- 2. If this Argument were good, then 
by this trick a man may bring over all 
the World to agree with him in an Error, 
which another does not account Dam- 
nable, what ever it be; provided he do 


but damn all choſe that do not hold it, 


and there wants no:hing but confidence 
and uncharitableneſi to do this. But is 
there any ſenſe, that another mans bold- 
neſs and want of Charity ſhould be an 
Argument to move me to be of his opi- 
nion 2 I cannot illuſtrate this better, than 
by the difference between a skilful Phy- 
fician and a Mountebank. A learned and 
sktlf ul Phyſicran is modeſt, and ſpeaks 
7#fily of things : He ſayes that ſuch a me- 


thod of Cure which he hath direced is' 


ſafe, and withal, that that which the 
Mountebank preſcribes, may poſhbly do 
the work , but there is greathazard and 
danger in it. But the Mountebank who 


never talks of any thing leſs than Infal:ble 
(ures(and always the more Mountebank, 
the ſtronger pretence to Infallibility) he 


he is poſztzve that that Method which the 
Phyſician preſcribes will deſtroy the Pa- 
tient, but his Reccipt is Infallible, and 


never fails, Is there any reaſon in this 


caſe, that this man ſhould carry it,meer- 
ly by his confd:nce © And yet if this Ar- 
gument 
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gument be good, the leſt way 15 to re- 
je the Phyſicians: advice, and to. ſtick 
to the Mountebanks ; For both ſides are 
agreed, that there is a poſſibility of Cure 
in the Moyntebanks method, but not in 
the Phyſicians z and ſo the whole force 
of the Argument lies in the confidence of 


| an ignorant mane 


This Argument is very unfit to 
work upon thoſe to whom it is propoun- 
ded : For either they believe we ſay 
true inthis, or vot. If they think wedo 
not, they. have no reaſon to be moved by 
what we ſay. If they think wedo, why 
do they not take in all that we ſay inthis 
matter ? Namely, that though it be poſ- 
ſible for ſome in the Communion of the 
Roman Church to be Saved yet it is ve- 
ry hazardous ; and that they are in a ſafe 
- condition already in our Church, and 
why then ſhould a baye poſſibilicy, accom- 
pani'd with infinite and apparent hazard, 
be an Argument to any man to run into 
thac danger ? & 
| Laſtly, This Argument is very 
improper to be urged by thoſe who make 
uſe of it. Par: of the ſtrength ofit lies in 
this, that we Protefliants acknowledge 
that it is poſſible a Papiſt may be Saved. 

| But 


__- 
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. But why ſhould they liy avy ſtreſs upon 
this * what matter is it; what we Here- 
ticks ſay, who are ſo damnably miſta- 
ken in all other things 2 Methinks,; if 
there were no other reaſon, yet beetufe 
we fay it,” it ſhould ſeem to them to be 
unlikely to be true. But I perceive, 
when it ſerves for their put 

ſome little Credit and Au 
them. | 


ority among 


By this time T hope every one is in 
ſorne meaſure ſatisfied of the weakneſs of 
this Argument, which'is fo tranſparent, 
that no wiſe man can honeſtly uſe it, and 
he muſt have a very odd Underſtanding 
that can-be cheated by it- The truth is, 
it is a cafral ard contingent Argument, 
and ſometimes: it concludes right, and 
oftener wrong : and therefore no prudent 
man can be movedby it, except only in 
one caſe , when all things are ſo equal on 
'both ſides, that there is nothing elſe in 
the whole World to determine him; 
which ſurely can never happen in- mat 
rers of Religion neceſſarily to be belie- 
ved. No man'is ſo:weak,as notto conſt- 
der in the change of his Religion, the me- 
\rits of the (anſe it ſelf 5 to examine the 

Defrines and Praftices of the Churches 


On 


_ we have 
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of both ſides ; to take notice of the cnfe- 
dence and Chatity of both Parties, together 


- with all other things which ouglit to 


move a conſcientious and a pgudent tan, 
And tf upon enquiry there appear to be a 
clear advantage on cither fide, then this 
Argument ts needleſs, and comes too 
late, becauſe the work is already done 
withour it. 

Befides, that the great hazard of Sal- 
vation in the Roman Church, (which we 
declare npon account of the Dottr ines 
and Praftices which I have mentioned 
ought to deter any mian much more from 
that Religion, than the acknowledged 
poſſibility of Salvation init, owght to en- 
courage any man to the embracing of it : 
Never did any Chriſtian Church build ſo 
much Hay and Stubble upon the Founda- 
tion of Chriſtianity ; and therefore 7hoſ# 
that are Saved init, muſt be Saved, as it 
were, out of the Fire, Andthough Purga- 


zory be nor meant in rhe Text, yetit is 


a Dodtrine very well fuited to their man- 
ner of Building ; for there is need of an 


Tons purgatorius, of a Fire to try their 


work, whatit is, and to burn up their 
Hay and Stubble. And Thave ſo much 
Charity ( and Idclire alwaies to have it) 
as tohope, that a great many among 

chem 
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them who live piouſly, and have been al- 
moſt inevitably detain'd in thar Church 
by the prejudice of Education and an in- 
vincible ignorance, "will upon a general 
Repentance find mercy with God 5 and 
though their work ſuffer loſs and be 
Burnt, yet they themſelves may eſcape as 
out of the Fire, But as for thoſe who have 
had the opportunities of coming to the # | 
knowledge of the Truth, if they conti- | 
nue in the Errors of that Church, or 
Apoſtatize from the Truth, I think their 
condition ſo far from being ſafe, that 
there muſt be extraordinary favourable 
circumſtances in their caſe to give a man 
hopes of their Salvation. 

| IT have now done with Two things 

I propounded to ſpeak to. And I am ſor- 

ry that the neceſſary defence of our Religi- 
on, againſt the reſtleſs importunities and 
attempts of its Adverſaries upon all ſorts 

of perſons, hath engaged me to ſpend ſo. 
much time in matters of Diſpute, which 

I had much rather have employed in ano- 
ther way, Many of you can be my wit- 
nefſes, that I have conſtantly made it my - 
buſineſs, in this Great Preſence and A(- 
ſembly, to plead againſt the [mpieties \ 
and Wickedneſs of men; and have endea- 


vour'd, by the beſt Arguments I could 
think 
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lefand ſerious prafiice of the main things 


of Religion. And, I do aſſure you, -I 


a good man, than to be -of any party or 
Denomination of Chriſtians whatſoever: 
For I doubt not but the bel:ef of the Anci- 
ent Creed, without the addition of any 
tother Articles, together with a good Lafe, 
will certainly Save a man; and without 
this no man can have reaſonable hopes 
of Salvation, no not in an Infallible 
| Church, if there were any ſuch to be 
| found in the World, 
| I have been, according to my oppor- 


-— 
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tunities, not a negligent obſerver of the 


Genius and Humour of the ſeveral Seats 
and Profeffions in Religion. And npon 
h the whole matter, I do in my conſcience 
believe the Church of England to be the 
beſt conſtituted Church this day in the 
World; and that, as to the main, the 
Dottrine, and Government, and Worhhip 
of it are excellently framed to make 
men ſoberly Religious : Securing men on 
the one hand from the wild freaks of 
Enthuſ;aſm;, and on the other, from the 
\f 2 groſs follies of. Superſtitzon., And our 
| Church hath this -peculiar advantage 
above ſeveral Profeſſions that we kno 


D in 


think of, fo gain men over to a frm be-. 


had much rather pexſwade any one to be* 
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in the World, that it acknowledgeth a 
due and juſt Suboxdination to the Gwi/ 
Authority, and hath alwaies been untain- 
ted in its L1yalty, *h, 
And now ſhall every trifling conſide- 
ration be ſufficient to move a man. to re- | 
linquiſh ſuch a Church * There isma ÞF 
greater diſparagement to 2 mans Under- | 
ſtanding, no greater Argument of a lighe../ 
and ungenerous Mind, than raſhly to 
change ones Religion. Rel:g7on is our 
greateſt concernment of all other, and it 
is not every little Argument, nonora | 
great noiſe about 1nfallibility, nothing 
but very plain and convincing eutdence, | 
that ſhould ſway a man in this caſe. But 
they are utterly inexcuſable, who make 
a change of ſuch concernment upon the 
inſinuations. of one fide only, without 
_ ever hearing what can be ſaid for the 
_ _ - Churchthey were Baptizcd and brought 
” upin, before they leaveit. They that 
can yield thus eaſily to the Impreſſions * 
of.cvery one that hath a.defign and inte-. | 
reſt to make Proſelytes, may at this rate | 
of diſcretion change their Religz/on twige | 
a-day, and inſtead of Morning. and Even- | 
ing Prayer they may have a Morning and | 
an Evening Reli9n, 


There * 
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Therefore, for Gods ſake, and for our 
own Souls ſake, and for the ſake of our 
Reputation, let us conſider and fhew ouy 

ſelves men , Let us not ſuffer our ſelves 
to be ſhaken and carried away with eve- 
ry--wind; Let. us not run our ſelves into 
danger when we may be ſafe, Let us 
ſtick to the” Foundation of Religton, the 


+ {Articles of. our Common belief, and Build 


upon them Gold, and Silver, and preci- 
ous Stones, I mean, the veriues and attt= 
- ons of agcod Life; and if we would do 


| this we thould not be apt-to fer ſuch a 


value upon Hay and Stabble, If we would 
ſincerely endeavour, to live holy and ver- 


' tuons lives, we ſhould not need to caſt 


about for a Religton which may furniſh 
us with caſte and indirect wayes to get to 
+ Heaven. | 


(1 I WELL conclude all with the A- 


oſtles Exhortation. Wherefore my belg« 
ved Brethren, be ye ſledfafi and unmoveable, 
alnayes - abounding in the work of the 


|  CLorvh. 


| T OW the God of peace which brought 

again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, by - 

the Bloud of. the Everlaſting Covenants 
E D:+ 2 


make 
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make you" perſeft tn every good work to 
#v bes will ; working in you that which is 


well n 2afir, ing in his fight, throuyph Jeſus 
Chriſt, co wh0z be Glory for ever and ever; 


item: 


